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INTRODUCTION

The famous linguist and language instructor Charles Berlitz once posited that if a
person were to become conversant in a list of 20 languages, they would be able to
speak with over 95% of the world’s population. The Arabic language features
prominently on that list.

Arabic is the fifth most widely spoken language in the world, spoken by over 300
million people in the world. It is the official language of 26 nations, including Egypt,
Jordan, Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and it is widely spoken in other
countries as well.

It should be noted that there is not one universal language that can be called
“Arabic” but rather a unified literary form (Modern Standard Arabic or MSA) that is
taught in schools (mostly through the vehicle of the Qur’an) and a large number of
dialects, many of which are mutually unintelligible. Some of the dominant dialects
are Egyptian, Sub-saharan, Levantine, Bedouin, Tunisian, Moroccan, and Algerian,
but there are numerous others.

Arabic is without question one of the most challenging languages for an English
speaker to learn, so why would anyone want to take the trouble? One of the best
reasons is that there is a high demand for qualified Arabic speakers in the Western
world but few who speak, read, and write the language well enough. In
government, in business, and in education, Arabic speakers will find many
opportunities for employment. Beyond this, Arabic is the language of the Qur’an,
and the Arabic-speaking world is the home of a rich cultural heritage. Once you get
away from the world of politics and intrigue, a Westerner who speaks Arabic is both
respected and appreciated in many parts of the world.
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